








the farmers fill the middle of the firkin sometinies with pickle; they also colour it with some sort
of drug, and also buy the scrapings that are taken out of the tops of the firkins, and mix them with
otier butter; the latter is the fraud most practiced liere.”

At the public butter market in Clonmel the butter merchant was not obliged to accept the
qualification of the market inspector. The inspector there, Thomas Chaytor, explained that in
the 1850s “the merchant . . . could put ‘first quality” on butter qualified as third-quality,
although Clonmel butter ranges very high in the London market . . . no adulterated butter
comes in here; when we catch them, we deal very severcly with them”.™

While no evidence of such abuses are available for Tipperary, there was a decline in the firkin
throughput at Tipperary market from 1892, the years 1894-1898 being particularlv significant
as Table 4 shows.

TABLE 4 .

Change in butter merchant/agent numbers in selected Munster towns, 1823-1870
Year No. of Firkins Tolls (£) Costs (£) Profit (£)
1892 15,931 No further information
1893 3,076 389 283 106
1894 29,035 350 249 101
1895 18,476 231 230 1
1896 14,058 234 195 39
1897 11,281 188 136 52
1898 8716 145 96 49
1899 6,101 102 87 15
1900 5,617 105 55 50
1901 4,271 No further information
1902 2,817 No further information

1903 772 No further information

Source: Smith-Barry estate records.

The decline of the Tipperary butter market was hastened by the arrival of the Condensed Milk
Co. of Ireland to the town in IR98. This firm, run by the Clecve family from Limerick, was to
establish an impressive network of condenseries and creameries all over the South by the early
1900s. Clonmel and Carrick-on-Suir were other favoured locations. In 1899, the firm was
manufacturing 6,000 gallons of milk dailv for condensing purposes — 15,000 gallons at the pcak
of the season —in the 'lipperary plant, besides making butter.™ With such volumes of milk being
detlected away from on-farm butter-making and towards centralised creamery manufacture, it
is no wonder that James Power of Donohill commented in 1902 that “very little butter is sold [at
Tipperary] as the farmers in general send the milk to the creameries . . . the few farmers who still
follow the old system send the butter salted and packed in casks to the market”.

Not only in production and marketing but also in transport was the functioning of the Irish
butter trade being criticised. Usually, the effects of train movement and hvgiene would have
adverse effects on the taste of butter. Such problems were minimised for continental exports
through the use of special butter vans. The same level of attention was lacking in Ireland, which
had one Cork butter merchant complaining that

The butter arrives in a very filthy condition, thanks to the carrying companies between Ireland
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and England, which are almost all Irish . . . the chief complaint being of the line from Cork via
Dublin to Liverpool.”

It is important to remember that the continental invasion of the British butter market
predated the invention of the centrifugal separator. The Danes experimented with the idea of
butter factories in the 1870s. These first attempted to undertake a wholesale trade in Danish
butter with the blending and mixing together of different farmers” butter, its subsequent
freshening and washing to try and create homogeneity. These factories, privately-run, were not
economically successful as the farmers lost time and money bringing their butter to the market.
There were numerous intermediate profits between them and the consumer.™

Private creameries (malkericr) were next established in Denmark, collecting cream from the
farms of the surrounding districts, and although they centralised butter production, the
mixture of cream of different ages constituted a material of uncertain quality.” However, the
invention of the centrifugal separator in the 1870s revolutionised butter-making.

Two decades later there were few farms in South Tipperary that were not within six miles of
a creamery, whether it was built with co-operative or private capital. The introduction of
creameries effected changes in the structures of labour and production in the farming
household, as well as creating new interaction patterns in rural communities of both an
economic and social nature. Ach sin scéal eile.
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